Letters from W. Micholitz to Frederik Sander
 

066 Micholitz to Sander





Singapore, 30/8/1888

To Messrs. F. Sander & Co., St. Albans

Dear Sir,

I have received your telegram and am very much delighted to hear that nothing is the matter. At the time when I received notice from Behn Meyer I had only about $25 in my possession because I had always drawn only just as much as I required. And so the news “No Credit” was like a thunderbolt, the more since Behn Meyer thought that you had failed or got into great difficulties. And although I know and told them that I did not believe you had failed, but you might be in difficulties, a thing which will happen in a good many firms, I can assure you that the whole week until I received your message was the worst in my life. Some two days after the first notice, I had a look over our account at Behn Meyer’s and, of course, as soon as I saw Roedel had drawn not less than £250 the last month out there, I told them at once they had no right to give him that much money, they might have asked me. I never knew about it and did not know under what conditions you had sent him here. Roedel, when here, told me that you had allowed him to draw £5 per month on account of wages, a thing he omitted to do as he wanted to do it . I told him not to do so because it would only cost you £5 more, which he might as well save you. And as he did not want any money privately he might just as well wait until he got to St. Albans. However, he did not seem to like my advice – I had no right to interfere – and so I left him to follow his own choice, but even this £50 would hardly have brought the sum up to £250 expenses. He had very little [expense] with the plants he took with him, the boxes were ready, so he had only to pay for the conveyance of them to the steamer which surely did not exceed $15. However, you must have received his accounts.

It is a great pity we have lost Behn Meyer as agents, they have always been very kind to us, always willing to assist, and as there is no other agent here, we shall have to ship our plants ourselves, which means pre-payment of freight, great inconvenience and loss of time, especially when shipping things from Bangkok or Manila. From the latter place I shall have to ship everything by Glenline, which call there, or I shall have to bring the plants myself to Singapore or Hong Kong. It would be very useful if you could get me letters from the Glen Line and Holts to their agents in Singapore and Manila advising them to admit our things “freight paid London” foor if we have to pay all freights as far as London, I am afraid £5 per month will not go very far, especially if we have to collect much. And I believe we shall have to work hard for competition seems to be getting keen. Roebelen has gone to Bangkok, Osmers is here waiting for money. What he intends to do I do not know. Valentine arrived this week from England, he is giving to take Phal[aenopsis] home which Durnow brought from Manila, and if I am not mistaken, Durnow will go to Burma. I believe my going to Manila is a mistake. I ought to go to Burma, there is more likelihood of finding something new there than on the Phil., however, you are the boss and I shall try my utmost. Valentine leaves today by P&O. I am very much annoyed that their plants should arrive before mine and I first intended when hearing of Curnow’s arrival from Manila to start with my plants at once for home, but on thinking the thing over, I found that my voyage to Europe, besides a loss of three months, would cost, there and back, at least £150, which I do not believe the difference of the later arrival of my plants will amount to. Besides, I am told Curnow lost a great number of his Phal. coming over and his stay of nearly 14 days here did not improve them, so the notice of Valentine’s arrival in England need not trouble you at all as Ericsson must be here in a few days. There is a steamer due here in three days by which I hope he will come. I am very anxious about him. I don’t know what to do if he does not come or write. But he must come because Behn Meyer have stopped his credit there and told him to return at once. I do not know what to do about his money matters, I shall have to telegraph to you. I am disgusted and quite downhearted about the infernal bad luck we have, Ericsson ought to be in Europe now, so I loose my time here and expose my plants to total loss. Besides, his remaining such a long time in one place will naturally draw the attention of others to the place, and in half a year the market will be flooded with the things. Well, I can’t help it.

Enclosed you find a description of the Cypriped[ium] which I told you was hookerae in flower, but the other day I saw a plate of it in the Bot. Reg. and found it is quite different. To prevent you selling it, I sent you the telegram, it is not worth much. I hope you have sent me a list of things you want from the Phil.. Would Calanthe conspicua, found by Cuming, pay ? also, would Dendrob[ium] amethystoglossum pay ? I could collect it with Lil. phil. [Lilium philippinense ], Dendr. aureum, Cypr[ripedium] argus and Cypr. Haynald[ianum]. The trip would not cost much.

What has come of the Bertolonia I sent from Burma ? The Anoectochilus I have ordered have not come yet, I am afraid I shall not get them, I have not bought any Ph[alaenopsis] grandifl[ora].  Ravensway wants 50 dollars for 100 which is too dear, shall try to get some somewhere else, shall write again by German Mail.

Trusting you are quite well

I remain, 

yours faithfully,


W. Micholitz.

Please address further letters c/o Adolfo Richter, Escolta 15, Manila.
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